The Virtues of (< SyVlCL” 


Attala’s name (we) begin with., the Most Affectionate the Merciful 

What image emerges in a layman’s mind when he hears the 
word “Syria”? Maybe War, turmoil, bombs, ISIS or American 
atrocities or anything else. But let me make it clear that Syria is 
much more than these words. The importance and significance 
it holds cannot be encompassed through mere syllables. While 
there are words which give us a slight idea about its lofty rank 
and high station, “Sacred” is one of them. The “Bilad al-Sham” 
as it has been called from the Prophetic time holds a very 
profound stature in the Muslim world. Muslims around the 
world have all the right to love, respect, and revere and protect 
the Land of Syria as it holds a crucial place in our religion. 
People blame, accuse, vilify and abuse the people of Syria for 
various reasons, but what they must not forget is that it was the 
Syria in the Ottoman rule which was a place of peace and 
harmony and a safe haven for people belonging to all the 
religions. Propagandists spread all the lies in the world regarding 
Syria to make people hate and abhorrent towards the place, 
what is sad is seeing Muslims falling prey to such falsehood and 
joining those “sheepeople”. The unsuspecting peaceful people 
of Syria have got nothing to do with terrorism or the political 


War going on there. But is the same people who get caught up 
in the crossfires and contribute a large part to the '‘collateral 
damage” and “casualties”. Thus, what is the point in beating 
‘round the bush and cursing the people who are actually victims? 
Or maybe they are the culprits of the crimes they never 
committed? Sitting ducks are being blamed for their hunting 
right? Diabolical! 

Moving on, Muslims around the world should study the Blessed 
Prophetic narrations to know about the virtues this sacred land 
has and the supplications The Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) has made for these people and the land. 

Syria is the land of Prophets, the land of Prophet Zakariya 
(upon him be peace) and Prophet Yahya (upon him be peace), 
of the Lady Maryam (Allah is pleased with her) and Prophet Isa 
(upon him be peace), the land from where the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) went to the 
Ascent “al-Isra wa al-Mekaaj”. Where he (peace and blessings 
be upon him) led the prayer to all the other Prophets (upon 
them be peace). The land which was is the first Qibla of the 
Muslims. It must be noted that “Bilad al-Sham” also contained 
the modern day Palestine. The place where the Prophet Isa 
(upon him be peace) will come in his second coming. It is in the 
narrations that he will descend from the heavens to the Minaret 
of a Masjid of Damascus. Where, he will order Imam al-Mahdi 


to lead the prayer. And most importantly it is the place where 
the final reckoning will be done. It is also in narrations that the 
Hashr will be on the land of Syria. 

If we look at the place from another perspective, we can see that 
it has always been the place of the Scholars. His eminence the 
companion Hazrat Qataa’da (Allah is pleased with him) 
migrated to Syria to teach al-hadith to the people living there. 
Ibn Abideen al-Shami (may Allah shower mercy upon him) 
better known as “Imam Shami” the great exegesis of his is the 
“Radd ul-Muhtaar”, he too is a Syrian scholar. Countless 
scholars have made the journey to these sacred lands to learn the 
profound knowledge of Islamic scriptures. 

The virtues of Syria (which in Prophetic era comprised of 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine) are present in the Qur’an 
and Hadith, some which are being quoted here. 

Allah the exalted says in the Qur’an: 

“Purity is to Him Who took His bondman in a part of the 
night from the Sacred Mosque to the Aqsa Mosque around 
which We have placed blessings, in order that We may show 
him Our great signs; indeed He is the listener, the beholder”. 

Qur an (17:1) 


Here, the Lord himself states that he has placed blessings 
around it and this is blessing both in the worldly matters and 
the divine profoundness it has been blessed with. 

The Prophet (may Allah shower blessings upon him) said: 

“O Allah! Bless for us, Our Shaam; O Allah! Bless for us, 
Our Yemen ” (Bukhari 7094) 

What a great virtue is for the place regarding which the Lord 
himself is saying that he has placed Abundance in it and the 
Prophet (may Allah shower blessings upon him) is also asking 
for blessings in it. Sub'han Allah! 

Thus, do not fall prey to any propaganda and know your 
priorities and respect what is respectful in Islam. 


“Palestine belongs to the Arabs in the same sense that 
England belongs to the English or France to French. It is 
wrong and inhuman to impose the Jews on the Arabs 

-Gandhi 

9 February 2020, 14 Jamaad al-Akhir 1441, 

Sag e Bargah e Tajushariyah (Allah is pleased with him) 
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